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Year Established  
1892

Campus  
264 ac. campus in  
Greenville, IL 
45 miles from St. Louis, MO

Student Body  
1,200 

Religious Affiliation 
Free Methodist Church

Programs  
50+ undergraduate and  
advanced degree programs

Employees 
 223

Annual operating budget 
$22.9 million

Universities do more than educate; they help drive the 
economies of  the communities and regions they serve. 
They create employment opportunities for workers who 
spend locally on goods and services. They generate 
new spending from students and their families, visitors, 
and attendees at special events. Universities produce 
graduates who realize higher earning potential and 
vitalize the local economies where they live and work. 
These financial outlays ultimately support economic 
activity and jobs across various sectors; they also increase 
local and state tax bases.

Greenville University does more than contribute to the 
local economy and increase tax bases. It benefits the 
community at large by pursuing its mission to “empower 
students for lives of  character and service through a 
transforming Christ-centered education in the liberal 
arts, sciences and professional studies.” It encourages 
students to embrace God’s call and helps them develop 
their “whole selves” to thrive spiritually, intellectually, 
emotionally, and physically. Their influence, before and 
after graduation, improves the lives of  others near and 
far. This brief  articulates and quantifies the economic 
and social benefits Greenville University delivers.

GREENVILLE UNIVERSITY AT-A-GLANCE

ECONOMIC IMPACT BRIEF
Greenville University is a Christian liberal arts university in Greenville, Illinois. Established in 
1892, the University was founded in the Wesleyan tradition. Greenville University empowers 
students for lives of character and service through the integration of faith in curriculum 
and programming. In an effort to support academic achievement, personal development, 
spiritual growth, and a thriving community, University students follow a lifestyle statement. 
Greenville University celebrates a diverse student body and dedicates itself to fostering the 
unique abilities of each student.

Each year,  

Greenville 

University’s activity 

generates an 

economic impact 

of  around  

$92 million  

within Illinois, 

supporting 670 jobs.
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ANNUAL ECONOMIC IMPACT
IN ILLINOIS

$2.6 Million  in Illinois Taxes
Greenville University’s operating and capital spending combines with spending from students, visitors, and 
alumni to generate $2.6 million in annual tax revenues. The University’s non-profit status exempts it from most 
direct taxes, but the revenues it generates from income, sales, and business taxes benefit the State of  Illinois  
and local jurisdictions. This activity also grows the tax base for local municipalities.
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Impact from Annual Operations
Greenville University’s ongoing operation helps the 
community. As a large employer, the University procures 
volumes of  goods and services through local, regional, 
and state resources. In FY 2018, it applied 60 percent 
of  its $23 million operating budget ($14 million) to 
wages and benefits for 223 full- and part-time university 
employees. They, in turn, recirculated dollars into the 
local economy with spending on goods and services. The 
University’s operations add about $37.4 million to the 
Illinois economy, supporting 300 jobs and $17 million in 
earnings annually.

ANNUAL OPERATIONS BOND CO. ILLINOIS

Direct Output ($M) $22.9 $22.9

Indirect & Induced Output ($M) $8.9 $14.5

Total Impact ($M) $31.8 $37.4

Employment Supported (FTE)   270 jobs 300 jobs

Earnings ($M) $15.4 $17.0

Impact from Capital Investments
In addition to its annual operations, Greenville University 
invests in its campus by constructing new buildings, 
making large-scale renovations, and maintaining its 
existing infrastructure. From FY 2016 to FY 2018, the 
University made $6.5 million in total capital expenditures. 
These structural improvements to Greenville University’s 
campus support jobs, create demand for various goods 
and services, and generate tax revenues. The annual 
economic impact of  Greenville’s capital investments 
within the Illinois economy is $3.6 million, supporting 
27 jobs and nearly $1 million in earnings.

UPFRONT CONSTRUCTION BOND CO. ILLINOIS

Direct Output ($M) $2.2 $2.2

Indirect & Induced Output ($M) $0.6 $1.5

Total Impact ($M) $2.8 $3.6

Employment Supported (FTE) 23 jobs 27 jobs

Earnings ($M) $0.5 $0.7
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Impact from Wage Premium
Research shows that college graduates earn more than 
high school graduates earn. When a region or state 
retains college graduates, local economies benefit from 
the increased spending potential those graduates bring. 
Approximately half  of  Greenville University’s more 
than 13,000 alumni live in Illinois, including 700 in Bond 
County. They are estimated to earn an additional $40.9 
million in wages annually as a result of  their university 
degrees. This wage premium—approximately $49 
million annually—supports 300 jobs and $14 million  
in earnings.

Impact from Ancillary Spending 
Students and campus visitors bring  spending power to 
the local economy. Greenville University’s student body 
of  more than 1,200 represents a significant customer base 
for local businesses that provide food, entertainment, and 
housing. Additional spending occurs when visitors arrive 
on campus for events like homecoming, graduation, 
prospective student preview days, alumni weekends, and 
sporting and cultural events. Greenville University draws 
an estimated  $2 million in annual ancillary spending to 
Illinois. This supports about 40 jobs and $0.4 million in 
labor income.

ANCILLARY SPENDING BOND CO. ILLINOIS

Direct Output ($M) $1.3 $1.3

Indirect & Induced Output ($M) $0.5 $0.9

Total Impact ($M) $1.8 $2.2

Employment Supported (FTE) 40 jobs 40 jobs

Earnings ($M) $0.3 $0.4

WAGE PREMIUM BOND CO. ILLINOIS

Direct Wage Premium ($M) $5.0 $40.9

Total Impact ($M) $2.3 $48.7

Employment Supported (FTE) 40 300

Earnings ($M) $0.4 $14.0

Tax Revenue ($M) - $1.9
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SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY IMPACT

Greenville University positively impacts its host community. It supports local residents, nonprofits, 
and businesses in ways that enrich the University’s students, faculty, and staff  as well as the 
community at large.

Support for Local Schools and Residents
Greenville University is home to many passionate and 
civic-minded students, faculty, and staff. Throughout 
the school year, university students and employees serve 
various groups in the community including high school 
students, low-income residents, and prisoners.

In 2009, Greenville University students established 
Connect 4, an outreach program designed to offer after-
school programs for youth in East St. Louis. Today, 
university students help prepare high school students 
for the ACT exam, assist student athletes with their 
homework, and develop meaningful relationships with 
the East St. Louis community.

Greenville University employees also support the music 
and drama presentations at Greenville High School. 
They play in the orchestra, help with set production, and 
provide key expertise at little or no cost for the fall and 
spring productions. Similarly, one Greenville University 
faculty member consistently volunteers his time to coach 
the Greenville High School cross country team.

For over a decade, Greenville University accounting 
students have partnered with local nonprofits to offer 
free assistance to low-income families. During the year, 
students enrolled in a tax theory class put their knowledge 
into action by volunteering at local tax centers.

Through the Greenville University Prison Initiative, 
students, faculty, and staff  facilitate learning and 
recreation for incarcerated men and women. Since 2009, 
students have spent hours with the prisoners at a nearby 
federal correctional institution playing chess, taking 
classes, tutoring inmates, and more.
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Support for Local Businesses and Non-Profits
Greenville University’s Briner School of  Business initiated Greenville SMART to help entrepreneurs 
in the region grow their businesses. Business owners learn how to develop strategic business 
plans, conduct market research and analysis, promote their businesses, connect with mentors, and 
network. Greenville SMART generates experiential learning opportunities for students, faculty, 
and entrepreneurs alike. It builds connections in southern Illinois that strengthen economy and 
community. It has already generated over $1.2 million of  investment, which will engage, expand, 
and enrich the local business network.

Students of  diverse backgrounds and interests embrace community service through various service clubs. Greenville 
Student Outreach (GSO) provides a platform for students to engage with community organizations through blood 
drives, homeless shelters, after-school tutoring, the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program, and Habitat for Humanity. 
Students also volunteer with non-profits including Cardinal Hill Care Facility Outreach, the Christian Activities 
Center, Crossroads, Mt. Sinai Family Life Center, and the Pocahontas After-School Program.
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W hy We Mat te r

“

“Time and again I see students align 
themselves in Jesus’ name with causes 
that transcend ‘self.’ . . .Our students, 
even freshmen, value purpose and 
calling to do a good work.

— Ivan Filby Ph.D., President, Greenville University

Greenville University generates 
business activity, employment, and tax 
revenues that help drive the regional 
economy. Its dedication to Christ-
driven service and passionate learning 
moves students and faculty to engage, 
support, and enrich local communities 
and global communities alike.

TOGETHER 
Connected for Life


